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POAU URGES RENEWAL OF YEARLY MEMBERSHIP 
TO FURTHER OBJECTIVES 


POAU has acquired more suitable headquarters from which 
we can expand our activities, by the purchase at a bargain of 
the building at 1633 Massachusetts Avenue. From this loc- 
ation on the street of embassies, with additional facilities for 
tackling the multitude of tasks which have deluged our 


small staff, the vital work will be carried on with increased 
effectiveness. 


The freedom-loving citizens who constitute the backbone 
of POAU have shown, in the first year of the organization's 
existence, that they are heart and soul in the struggle to 
maintain religious liberty in this country in the face of 
assaults both at home and abroad. That struggle must go on 
with redoubled effort. 


You, our members and supporters have made possible 
whatever has been accomplished so far, and even more 
generous support from eternally vigilant persons all over 
America will make possible even greater accomplishments. 
We appeal, therefore, for renewal of your memberships, and 
for your financial aid in paying for the building and going on 
to a history-making year ahead. 








GEORGIA LEADS NATION AS FIRST 
STATE POAU UNIT 


March 8th was a historic day for the state of Georgia and 
for democratic America. On that day, arepresentative 
cross-section of ministers and laymen met at Atlanta to 
establish the first state unit of Protestants and Other Amer- 
icans United for Se paration of Church and State. Interest 
has been shown in Alabama, Kansas, Massachusetts, Ohio, 
Wisconsin and many other states, where similar moves may 
be expected shortly. 


The call for the meeting was issued by Dr. Louie Newton, 
pastor of Atlanta's Druid Hills Baptist Church and chairman 
of the national POAU's executive committee; Dr. J. R. Mc- 
Cain, president of Agnes Scott College in Decatur; and 
Bishop Arthur J. Moore, bishop of the Methodist Church in 
Georgia. Dr. Glenn L. Archer, executive director of POAU, 
addressed the meeting briefly, distributed literature, and 
displayed to the gathering a picture of POAU'’s permanent 
national headquarters at 1633 Massachusetts Avenue, N. W., 
Washington. 


Dr. Spright Dowell of Macon, president of Mercer Univer- 
sity and a distinguished leader of the Georgia Baptist Con- 
vention, was elected president of the Georgia POAU unit at 
the meeting. The meeting also took the unique organizational 
step of electing a vice-president forevery Congressional 
District in the state. John J. Hurt, editor of the Christian 
Index, Atlanta, is serving as state secretary, and Asa G. 
Candler, Jr., prominent businessman, as treasurer. 





Members of the Executive Committee, in addition to Bishop 
Moore, Dr. Newton and Dr. McCain are as follows: 


Bishop John Moore Walker, Atlanta E piscopal Diocese; 
Dr. J. McDowell Richards, president, Columbia Theological 
Seminary, Decatur; Dr. James W. Merritt, executive secretary- 
treasurer, Georgia Baptist Convention: Dr. Francis M. Gaines, 
editor, Wesleyan Christian Advocate, Macon; Dr, Dick H. 
Hall, Jr., pastor, First Baptist Church, Decatur; Dr. Harrison 
McMains, pastor, First Christian Church, Atlanta; Dr. Nat G. 
Long, pastor, Peachtree Road Methodist Church, Atlanta; Dr. 
John Brokhoff, pastor, Lutheran Church of the Redeemer, 
Atlanta; and Dr. Carey Vinzant, pastor, First Baptist Church, 
Fitzgerald. 


About seventy persons were designated members of the 
state advisory committee. The executive committee will be 
enlarged as the need arises. 


Two further organizational steps of major importance are 
planned for the near future: the calling of a public state-wide 
meeting, and the development of local chapters to assist in 
the growth of the Georgia unit and to help assume financial 
responsibilities. 











CHURCH-STATE ANTAGONISMS HOLD NO 
ATTRACTION FOR AMERICANS 


The ink is not yet dry on all the stories pouring into the 
American press concerning the trial of Cardinal Mindszenty, 
but the enterprising movie magnate, Jack L. Warner. intre- 
pidly announces that his studio will interpret the affairon 
celluloid. 


This will be ‘topical drama"' indeed! Considering the 
amount of measured and unmeasured denunciation the trial 
provoked --even before it was actually held--it is a safe guess 
that the Hollywood version will be a pure and simple tale of 
martyrdom heavily accented with scenes of drugging and 
torture. It is as likely to be lurid as it is unlikely to be 
intelligent. 


The facts are not so pure and simple, however. Martyrdom 
there has been, drug ging and torture there may have been. 
A Catholic cardinal is imprisoned. Hard on the heels of this 
event (but garneringmuch quieter headlines and briefer 
stories), fifteen Protestant leaders are imprisoned by 
another Communist government, Bulgaria. Thus is launched 
what appears to be a large-scale war against all religions. 
Unknown to most newspaper readers, other Protestant leaders 
have been arrested and imprisoned long before Mindszenty, 
some of them without even being convicted of any charge. Not 
only was the Hungarian Evangelist Bis hop Lajos Ordas ar- 
rested last September on charges of ‘foreign currency 
manipulation’’ and sentenced to two years in prison, but 
other Protestant leaders, we are informed by John Flournoy 
Montgomery, former U.S. ambassador to Hungary, ‘‘are still 
under arrest, their whereabouts unknown, and have never yet 
been tried and may never be."’ 


There is real tragedy in the Hungarian situation, as well as 
in similar situations all over the world. The tragedy lies in 
this: two powerful and inordinately ambitious forces are 
struggling for complete control, and in this struggle the 
people figure no more importantly (in the eyes of the comba- 
tants) than a bone over which two dogs are fighting. On the 
one hand there is totalitarian Communism; on the other, that 
church which claims to represent the ‘‘one true faith.'" The 
latter, with its overweening ambition, has inevitably come 
into direct and open conflict with Communist governments. 
Other churches, less politically ambitious, have become 
involved because the two principals in the contest, in their 
blind fury, see either ally or enemy in everyone. 


Had Cardinal Mindszenty come into court with cleaner hands, 
he would be better qualified to play the role of Christian 
martyr. As a political leader, he refused to recognize the 
Hungarian republic and advocated a return to monarchy; he 
threatened with excommunication any parliament members 
who voted to abolish compulsory religious education; he urged 
Catholics to boycott the government; he was the largest land- 
owner in Hungary, and the chief opponent of land reform; he 
offered to ‘‘negotiate’’ with the governrnent, provided it would 
establish a daily newspaper for the church and grant immedi- 
ate compensation for church land holdings; and so on, ad 
infinitum. 


Whatever the true facts may be, it is clear the church- 
state confusions of Hungary and Bulgaria have no attraction 
to free Americans who have enjoyed church-state separation. 


eteeeee 


Bundles of assorted literature are available to our 
members and their friends at $1.00 for 25 items. 





PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS HOPE FOR FEDERAL WINDFAL| 


Government handouts to parochial schools may become a 
ugly reality if any one of several federal aid ~to -educatio, 
bills now before Congress becomes law. The two mest 
important of these are the Thomas bill, S. 246, and the 
McMahon-Johnson bill, S. 496. 


The Thomas bill appropriates $300,000,000 in federa} aid 
to be administered to state schools at the discretion of the 


state governments, leaving those states which now SubSidize 
parochial schools free to bolster their subsidy with federal 


funds. 


Far more menacing, however, to free American education 
is the McMahon-Johnson bill, which makes express Provision 


for disbursement of $325,000,000 in federal funds to non. 


public as well as public schools even in states where it is 


illegal for the state to do so. The key provision, section 7-A,) 
is as follows: **The Commissioner (of education) shall dis-} 


burse the funds (in proportion to the number of children 
attending parochial schools)...directly to the nonpublic schools 


within such State..." Needless to say, Catholic leaders have | 


enthusiastically endorsed this bill, although they would be 
well satisfied with the half a loaf provided by the Thoma; 
bill if they cannot get the whole loaf. 


ISN’T THE ANTIDOTE WORSE THAN THE POISON 


The most reverend John J. Swint, bishop of the Roman 
Catholic Church State of the Wheeling West Virginia Diocese, 
addressed some 200 persons at Huntington, W. Va. on Jan- 
uary 28th, 1949. According to the Huntington Advertiser of 
that date, Reverend Swint ‘‘defined secularists as those people 
who want and believe incomplete separation of church and 
state, of religion from government.'* He termed the Roma 
Catholic Church the ‘‘Greatest antidote against secular- 
ism."’ 

If one will study the social, political and religious condit- 
ions which prevail in those countries where the Roman 
Catholic Church State is dominant, he will agree with Thomas 
Jefferson's statement: 


**,..History,I believe, furnishes no example of a priest- 
ridden people maintaining 4 free civil government. This 
marks the lowest grade of ignorance, of which their civil, a 
well as religious, leaders will always avail themselves fo 
their own purposes’. (Jefferson to Baron Alexander 
Humboldt, December 6, 1813.) 


*OESESE 


Citing current practice in Canada and England under whic 
government aid is given to sectarian schools, Father Rober 
C. Hartnett, S. J., writing in Ame rica, national C atholit 
magazine, asserts that religious liberty in those countries 
not affected by the practice. This is an unfortunate citatio! 
For just as Father Hartnett made his statement, leaders® 
the Anglican Church Assembly inGreat Britain were consider 
ing the following resolution: 


**That the Assembly regards the existing connection betwet) 
the Church and the State as an infringement of the spiritu! 
freedom without which the Church of England is unable 
fulfill her obligations and respectfully requests the Ard 
bishops of Canterbury and York to initiate such steps as 
pear to be most likely to secure the spiritual freedom & 
sired.’* (RNS) 
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OXNAM SPEAKS THE TRUTH 


The Herald Citizen, a Roman Catholic paper of Milwaukee, 
Wis. published a statement February 5, 1949, from Monsignor 
John S. Spence, director of education in the Archdiocese of 
washington, D. C., and of William H. Collins, Washington 
attorney and president of the Charles Carroll Forum of that 
city, to the effect that Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam's charges 
are false. Bishop Oxnam charged in his address before some 
3,600 pcople on January 27th in Washington, that the Roman 
Catholic Church is opposed to the public schools and seeksto 
break down the wall of separation between Church and State. 
This, the Monsignor and the attorney say, is talse. 


One wonders who is the spokesman for the Roman Catholic 
Church State - the popes or their subordinates. Pope Pius 
IX, ina pontifical, infallible pronouncement on December 8, 
1864, declared the following in his Syllabus of Errors: 


No. 48. While teaching primarily the knowledge of 
natural things, the public schools must not be separate 
from the faith of the Roman Catholic Church. 


No. 55. Church and State should be united. 


No. 78. The Roman Catholic religion should be the only 
religion of the state, and all other modes of worship 
should be excluded. 


We know of no pope who has not held that the Church and 
State should be united. The reigning pope, Pius XII, has so 
held. 


We have records showing that priests, monsignors, bishops, 
archbishops and cardinals, have uttered serious charges 
against our public schools. And, with respect to the teach- 
ings of the popes, Cardinal Spellman, in a work bearing his 
imprimatur, published in 1944 by the Macmillan Company, 
New York City, states on page 100: ‘‘Whatever the popes have 
hitherto taught, or shall hereafter teach, must be held with 
a firm grasp of the mind, and so often as occasion requires, 
must be openly confessed.** (Emphasis ours.) 








EERE 


The following leaders have joined the National Advisory 
Council of POAU following their election at the Constitution 
Hallconference: Dr. E. B. Willingham, pastor, National 
Memorial Baptist Church, Washington, D. C.; Dr. C. Stanley 
Lowell, pastor, Wesley Methodist Church, Washington, D.C.; 
Mr. Alexander Ginsberg, the Jewish Community, Washington, 
D.C.; Dr. Merlin Neff, Seventh Day Adventists, California. 


a eH 


Gilbert L. Parks, who served ably and faithfully as POAU's 
office manager until the election of an Executive Director, 
and then as public relations official for the organization, 
retired on February 15 to assume other activities. Stanley 
Lichtenstein, writer and public relations man, has joined the 
staff, 

MMe Hee he 


Most Americans who found it impossible to support Henry 
A. Wallace as a political candidate in the 1948 campaign 
will deplore the act of six RomanCatholic priests in Danbury, 
Conn. who recently pressured the Lions Club into cancelling 
& speaking engagement of Mr. Wallace. The priests involved 
Would have done better to refute Mr. Wallace's arguments 
rather than prevent him from making them. 





FRANCO SPAIN - HEIR TO THE INQUISITION 


The sunny land of Spain offers many attractions to tourists, 
as all readers of travel-agency posters know, but these 
““attractions'’ are limited to a small number of the most 
ardent RomanCatholics plus a few non-Catholic dupes. 
Homer Bigart, veteran foreign correspondent of the New York 
Herald Tribune, reports that Protestants, Jews and other 
minorities in Spain are graciously accorded the fullest rights 
and privileges of second-class citizenship. 





‘*...The internal order which soimpressed our touring 
Congressmen, generals, admirals and bankers,*’ writes 
Bigart, is achieved only through ‘‘the brutal instrument of the 
police state."’ 


‘There is no real freedom of assembly, no real freedom 
of the press, no real freedom of religion...."’ 


**The Protestant clergymanin Spain, ** hepoints out, ‘suffers 
much the same type of persecution as the Roman Catholic 
clergyin Communist Hungary,’’ even to the point where Prot- 
estant places of worship have been broken into and wrecked 
by mobs after inflammatory utterances of the hierarchy. The 
non-Catholic places of worship are not even allowed to mark 
the outside of their walls with signs denoting a house of God, 
and members are forced to worship clandestinely. 


Other unsavory details of life inC atholic Spain emerge 
from Bigart’s account, or that of any other honest observer. 
Marriage, baptism, interment in civil burial grounds, relig- 
ious schooling, are legally available only to Catholics, unless 
by special dispensation. These and many other atrocious 
restrictions are commonplace--the abortive off-spring of 
the union of Church and State. 


ARGENTINE CHURCH - STATE DENIES CATHOLIC 
PRIEST FREE SPEECH 
An Argentine priest who had the courage to criticize ‘‘un- 
Christian"’ acts of Peron’s nationalist followers was ousted 
from his parish by the Church, Time magazine reported re- 
cently. 


A letter from Cardinal Copello, of the chancery in Buenos 
Aires, officially informed Father Dunphy, parish priest of 
Corpus Domini, that he must leave the post he had held for 
14 years because of his ‘‘transgression’’ against the Argentine 
dictator. The letter ended with the words, ‘‘May God help 
you.’’ 


Father Dunphy had refused a request of Cardinal Copello 
that he ‘‘voluntarily resign’’ and then accept another position 
in a monastery. He had also stood up bravelyunder an 8-hour 
police grilling about the authorship of an anonymous pamphlet 
called ‘‘Liberty,’* which had been attributed to him. ‘‘I am 
in accord with what it says,*’ he told his inquisitioners, ‘‘but 
it is not in my style and I did not write it."’ 


After the ceremony installing another priest in Father 
Dunphy'’s place at Corpus Domini, hundreds of churchgoers 
assembled before the door of the parish house, listened rapt- 
ly as the 42-year old displaced priest made his last appear- 
ance before them, and applauded him furiously. 


‘‘There is totalitarianism of the right and the left,"' Father 
Dunphy stated, ‘‘and from the moral and religious point of 
view they are equally wrong." 














NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON CHURCH AND STATE 
DRAWS LARGE ATTENDANCE 


Brought together by what all recognized to be a growing 
threat to the religious liberty of all Americans, more than 
3,600 persons of many faiths braved a heavy downpour on the 
evening of January 27th to attend the first National Confer- 
ence on Church and State of Protestants and Other Americans 
United for the Separation of Church and State. Each signified 
by his presence in Washington's Constitution Hall that he was, 
as Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam expressed it in his address 
before them, ‘“‘alerted and committed"’ to the necessity for 
an increasingly vigilant struggle for the maintenance of the 
American principle of separation of church and state. 


In order to carry onthis struggle, Dr. Glenn L. Archer 
told the gathering, POAU will launch a campaign to raise one 
million dollars overathree year period, redoubling its efforts 
to *‘enlighten and mobilize public opinion in support of reli- 
gious liberty."’ 


The mass meeting in Constitution Hall was the climax of 
the two-day national conference, which marked the first 
anniversary of POAU. At morning and afternoon sessions on 
the 26th, and morning, afternoon and luncheon sessions on the 
27th, accomplishments and developments of the year past were 
reviewed, officers were elected, budgets and plans for the 
future were adopted, and addresses on special aspects of 
church-state relations were heard. Dr. Leo Pfeffer and E. 
Hilton Jackson spoke on ‘‘The Meaning of the First Amend- 
ment,** Dr. Charl Ormond Williams and Dr. Alvin W. Johnson 
on *‘Religion and the Public Schools,*’ Dr. Harold E. Fey and 
Dr.Clyde R. Miller on ‘Current Infringements" and Dr. 
Charles Clayton Morrisonand Dr. Ellis H. Dana on‘‘Positive 
Objectives of POAU."* 


Through all the proceedings abundant evidence was ad- 
duced to demonstrate conclusively that the current drive of 
the Roman Catholic hierarchy ahd a few other clerical lead- 
ers to secure public financial assistance on both the state 
and federal levels for parochial education constitutes a clear 
and present danger to the liberties of all groups, including 
the Roman Catholic. ‘‘We are convinced,’’ Bishop Oxnam 
declared, ‘‘that there are literally millions of American Roman 
Catholics who are gravely concerned by policies of the 
hierarchy to establish here a culture alien to the traditions 
of a free people. The Roman Catholic Church has changed 
its position from time to time as the centuries have come 
and gone. Is there any reason why it should not enunciate a 
new doctrine of religious liberty congenial to an age of free 
men-who believe in the democratic way? Is there anv reason 
why the hierarchy should not turn to an Authority greater 
than that of any earthly prelate and proclaim that in all mat- 
ters involving religious liberty we will do unto others as we 
would be done by?"*’ 


In his talk on *‘The Mission of POAU,"' Dr. Archer 
emphasized that POAU ‘seeks to prevent here a church- 
state union of the type from which millions in the old world 
now struggle to free themselves.'* The organization, he said, 
**must be carried to every state in the union where local and 
state chapters under qualified leadership can meet the issues 
with candor and dispatch."’ 


eeee44% 
Over six centuries ago, the Catholic poet, Dante, wrote: 


**The Church of Rome, 

Mixing two governments that ill assort, 

Hath missed her footing, fallen into the mire, 

And there herself the burden much defiled."’ 
(Purg. Canto XVI.) 

Have times changed ? 





QUEST FOR SECULAR POWER BOOMERANGS 
AGAINST INNOCENT CHURCHMAN 


A Roman Catholic priest travelling from the United States 
to Mexico suffered adeplorable humiliation recently, we learn 
from the Religious News Service. POAU regards the incident 
as symptomatic of the unhealthy reaction which a politically 
ambitious church is bound to bring against itself sooner or 
later. 


Bishop Charles F. Buddy of San Diego, the RNS relates, 
was stopped at the Mexican border while on his way to attend 
a ceremony honoring the newly-appointed bishop of Baja 
California (Lower California), and was told by officials that 
Mexican law forbade a clergyman to wear clerical appare] 
publicly, except while on church property. Faced witha 
choice of either removing his Roman collar and cassock, or 
turning back from his mission, Bishop Buddy chose to return, 


POAU believes this incident shows that church leaders who 
seek secular power are themselves undermining religious 
liberties. If the Catholic hierarchy had not sought 4 close 
church-state union in Mexico, the governmental revulsion 
against them would not have occurred. 


From this point of view, POAU's fight is as much a fight 
for the freedom of the RomanCatholic church as for the free- 
dom of any other. We wish to keep all churches free. 


CONGRATULATIONS ON NATIONAL CONFERENCE 
FLOOD POAU HEADQUARTERS 


Testimony to the nation-wide impact of POAU’s first- 
anniversary national conference in Washington continues to 
pour intoour office, coming from persons in all walks of life. 
Some typical comments follow: 


‘*Thanks to you for my children and grandchildren as well 
as for our hard-won free country for all the hard work you 
are putting intothis cause.** --Mrs. William O. Wise, 
St. Albans, Vermont. 


‘*I very much appreciate the fine work you are doing and! 
shall be interested in further meetings held in this area.” 
--Miss Dorothy K. Minck, Haddonfield, N. J. 


**I am delighted that the National Conference on Church 
and state was so successful.'’ --Professor Alfred McClung 
Lee, Wayne University. 


‘*Your movement... seems to be getting up a good deal of 
steam! This is very wonderful indeed, and about time, too!” 
--Edward Darling, Boston, Mass. 


**.,.All that I am and hope to be I owe to the public schools, 
and I could not live with my conscience if I did not exert 
myself to the limit of my strength and ability to do my part in 
saving for the generations to come their precious heritage.” 
--Dr. Charl Ormond Williams, Washington, D. C. 


“I think this matter is perhaps especially timely for New 
York State which is just now getting under way a multi- 
mitlion dollar educationalappropriation and a widespread 
change in the supervision of our state universities. This in 
addition to the week-day school program, and the nation- 
wide implications of the question of the separation of church 
and state.’" --Rev. George L. Tappan, Binghamton, N. Y. 


*“I was glad to read about the recent meeting in Washington 
and the representative people who made up the audience and 
their awareness of what the Roman hierarchy are trying to 
do." --W. B. Coates, Jr., West Rindge, N. H. 
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